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TOLERANCE

WHAT IS TOLERANCE?

The ability or willingness to
tolerate the opinions or
behaviors which are different
from us.

IMPORTANCE OF TOLERANCE:

Tolerance is needed in all walks of life. It plays a vital role to establish peace and love in the society.
Tolerance is not only accepting other people’s opinions, beliefs and behaviors but also respecting and
understanding the beliefs that may seem very strange to us, unknown for us or we cannot agree with.




TO BE TOLERANT MEANS TO ACCEPT
DIVERSITY:

Different Opinions:

K E E P Different Beliefss
C A L M Different Traditionss

your school Different Cultures:

COUNSELOR

CAN HELP

Direct From Counsellor’s Office:

Workshop was conducted on the topic “Appreciating Differences” for the boys and girls of grades 7" 8t and
9th on 16" September. In the workshop students were told about the importance of tolerance. Workshop also
involved an activity in which students of different Nationalities were called on the stage and told to shake
hands and hug to show solidarity, peace and tolerance.




TOLERANCE AND

ISTLAM

Tolerance is the basic principle of Islam. It is a religious duty. Islam teaches tolerance on all
levels: individual, groups and states. Tolerance is the mechanism that supports human
rights and the rule of law.

The Qur'an says very clearly:(To every People have We appointed rites and
ceremonies which they must follow, let them not then dispute with you on the
matter, but do invite (them) to your Lord: for you are assuredly on the Right Way. If
they do wrangle with you, say, ‘God knows best what it is you are doing.’ ‘God will
judge between you on the Day of Judgment concerning the matters in which you
differ’) (Al-Hajj 21:76-69).

Tolerance does not mean “concession, arrogance or sympathy. It is not tolerating the things that
one does not care about. Tolerance according to Islam does not mean starting believing that all
the religions are equal. It does not mean that we do not believe in the hegemony of Islam over
other faiths and ideologies. It does not mean that we do not deliver the message of Islam to
others and do not wish them to become Muslims

The Qur’an speaks about the self-esteem of all human beings. The Prophet (peace and blessings
be upon him) spoke about the equality of all human beings, irrespective of their race, color,
language or cultural background. Sharia recognizes the rights of all people to life, property,
family, honor and morality.

Islam emphasizes on the establishment of equality and justice, both of these values cannot be
established without tolerance. Islam recognized the principle of freedom of belief or freedom of
religion. It does not allow any pressure in the matters of faith and belief. The Qur’an says,
(There is no compulsion in religion) (Al-Bagarah 2:256).

If in the matters of religion, compulsion is not acceptable, then by implication we can say that in
other matters of cultures and other worldly practices it is also not acceptable. In Surat Ash-Shura
Allah says to the Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him), (If then they turn away, We have
not sent you as a guard over them. Your duty is but to convey (the Message)...) (Ash-Shura
42:48). In another place Allah says, (Invite (all) to the Way of your Lord with wisdom and
beautiful preaching; and argue with them in ways that are best and most gracious. Your
Lord knows best, who have strayed from His Path, and who receive guidance) (An-Nahl
16:125).

All these verses give note that Muslims do not coerce people; they must present the message to
them in the most cogent and clear way, invite them to the truth and do their best in presenting
and conveying the message of God to humanity, but it is up to people to accept or not to accept.
Allah says, (And say, ‘The truth is from your Lord, so whosoever wants let him believe and
whosoever wants let him deny’) (An-Nahl 16:29).
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